DATE:

TO:

SUBJECT:

Memorandum

October 7, 2016

Honorable Members of the Public Safety Committee:

%

CITY OF DALLAS

Adam Medrano (Chair), B. Adam McGough (Vice Chair), Sandy Greyson, Tiffinni A. Young,

Jennifer S. Gates, Philip T. Kingston
Fire Safety Education

On Monday, October 10, 2016, you will be briefed on Fire Safety Education by Senior Fire Prevention

Officer Anthony Jacobs of the Dallas Fire-Rescue Department.

The briefing materials are attached for your review.

Please contact me if you have any questions or need additional information.

BSd taemp del .

Eric D. Campbell
Assistant City Manager

[Attachment]

ce:  Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council
A.C. Gonzalez, City Manager
Larry Casto, City Attorney
Craig D. Kinton, City Auditor
Rosa A. Rios, City Secretary
Daniel F. Solis, Administrative Judge
Ryan 8. Evans, First Assistant City Manager

Jill A. Jordan, P.E., Assistant City Manager

Mark McDaniel, Assistant City Manager

Joey Zapata, Assistant City Manager

M. Elizabeth Reich, Chief Financial Officer

Sana Syed, Public Information Officer

Elsa Cantu, Assistant to the City Manager — Mayor & Council

“Dallas, The City That Works: Diverse, Vibrant and Progressive”



Fire Safety Education
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October 10, 2016




The need for Fire Safety
Education

“Public education about fire has
been cited by many Commission
withesses and others as the single
activity with the greatest potential
for reducing losses.”

-America Burning 1973



Benjamin Franklin

g “An ounce of

prevention Is
\‘\? worth a pound

| of cure”
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current Statistics

In 2015, 1,345,500 fires reported in the United
States. These fires caused 3,280 civilian deaths,
15,700 civilian injuries, and $14.3 billion in
property damage

One structure fire was reported every 23
seconds

Cooking is the leading cause of home fires and
home fire injuries, followed by heating
equipment

Smoking is a leading cause of civilian home fire
deaths

ALL of these causes are preventable



Dallas Fire-Rescue’s
Education Team

» Dallas Fire-Rescue’s Education
Team strives to reach as many
groups as possible with a wide
range of programs to meet
citizen’s needs, requests and
concerns

» Dallas Fire-Rescue Education
programs are a free service




Schools

» Because they are already in a
learning environment, children adapt
well to fire and life safety lessons at
an early age

» Pre-school and elementary school
children are taught the basics while
pre-teen and teenagers are
encouraged to make good grades
and smart choices if they choose to
join the fire service in the future
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Home Fire Safety Drills

» Children under age 5 are almost
one-and-a-half times as likely to
die in a home fire as the general
public

» Home fire safety drills are taught
and highly encouraged in DFR’s
education programs offered to the
public

» Designing and practicing a home
fire safety drill has been a major
theme in Fire Prevention Week
and National Night Out




Working with the Community

> Booths at community
events provide our
Education Team the
ability to reach large and
diverse groups such as
seniors, children and
families

> A uniformed officer
staffs the booth to

| /" provide information and
7 iy answer questions
S W . » Literature and safety

giveaways are provided
for citizens



Training Commercial Businesses
In Work Place Safety

> Firedrills are
conducted in high-
rise buildings

> Fire extinguisher
training

> High-rise fire
warden training
keeps a plan in
place




Fire Safety Lectures

> The fire safety
lecture can be
adapted to fit
specific groups

From senior safety
to children to
neighborhood
concerns, we are
able to address
specific requests
and meet the needs
of that group
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Smoke Alarms

> Smoke alarms
are available to
the home
owners of Dallas
free of charge

» Our educators
continue to
Inform citizens
of this service
during all
programs
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Educating the community via annual
events throughout the City of Dallas




Providing current safety tips and

Information with our quarterly newsletter

» Dallas Fire-Rescue provides
a free quarterly newsletter in
English and Spanish

» Smoke Signals are sent
electronically in a PDF format
for easy downloading,
printing and distribution

» Provides timely and seasonal
fire and life safety tips and
news suitable for families,
communities and commercial
businesses

Gasoline Safety

GASOLINE

* Keep gasoline out of
children’s sight and
reach.

* Do not smoke when
handling gasoline.

* Store gasoline outside
the home in tightly
closed metal or plastic
containers approved by
an Independent testing
laboratory or local
state fire authorities.
Never store gasoline In

glass containers or non-

reusable containers
such as milk jugs.

* Store only enough gas-

oline necessary to pow-

er equipment and let
machinery cool before
refueling it
* Never use gasoline in-
side the home or as a
cleaning agent.

Still the leading cause of resi-
dential fires in Dallas. Remem-
ber not to use extension cords
for permanent wiring and avold
overloading power strips and
electrical plugs. Do not run
electrical cords across door-
ways or under carpets. Many
older homes are not properly
wired for today's modemn appli-
ances, so remember to be cau-
tious in your use of electricity.
You may consider hiring a li-
censed electrician to evaluate
your home's electrical system,

More fires begin In the kitchen
than in any other part of the
home. Keep anything that can
catch fire such as oven mitts,
wooden utensils, food packag-
Ing towels or curtains away
from your stove top. If a pan
fire begins on your stove, slide
alid over the top of the pan to
suffocate the fire and turn off
the burner. Get everyone out
and call 9-1-1 Immediately.

11/12-49

Does your home have a
working smoke alarm? o

=

If your home does not have a

working smoke alarm, please
call 3-1-1. Dallas Fire-Rescue will be glad to
install a free smoke alarm for you!

Improperly Discarded
Smoking Materials:

Discard cigarettes, cigars and
plpes safely and completely.
Never drop smoking materials
In a trash can or out the car
window. Make sure your
smoking materials are extin-
guished by running them under
water untl they are cool to the
touch. If you smoke, itis al-
ways best to smoke outside.

Combustibles too close to
heat source:

While spring is officially here,
the weather can stll get chilly.
Remember to use space heat-
ers carefully and to glve them
space. Keep a3 foot clearance
of combustibles from any heat
source in the house and never
use your oven to heat your
home.

Equipment Malfunction:

Washers, dryers, ovens, refrig-
erators and microwaves are
common household appliances
that can be a fire hazard when
operating improperly. If you
notice an appliance malfunc-
tioning, discontinue using it
untl you have had it inspected
by a professional repairman or
replaced. You know your
home best. Pay attention to
the things In it.

Volume 4, Issue |

Spring 2012
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City of Dallas:

Propane Gas Safety

Handle any propane-
powered equipment cau-
tiously and always follow
the manufacturer’s Instruc-
tions. Cylinder tanks for
equipment such as stoves
and ovens must be located
outside of the home.

Never store or use pro-
pane gas cylinders larger
than one pound inside the
home.

Never operate a propane-
powered gas grill inside the
home.

Carefully follow the manu-
facturer's Instructions
when lighting a pilot.

If you smell a strong odor
of gas, leave the area Im-
mediately and call the fire
department from outside
the home,

Have propane gas equip-
ment inspected periodically
by a professional for possi-
ble leaks or malfunctioning
parts,
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The Dallas Fire-Rescue Education
Team Is easily accessible

Education recorded
line: Call 214-670-4633

Programs are arranged
to suit audience size,
age and nature of
event

www.dfdeducation@dallascityhall.com
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http://www.dfdeducation@dallascityhall.com/

Questions?
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