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Purpose

Provide Committee update on status of possible
Form District code amendments
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Background of Article XIII – Form Districts

• February 2008, Dallas adopted Article XIII Form
Districts

• August 2015, Article XIII was amended to revise
regulations for non-conforming structures,
artificial lots, planting zones, blocks, and
pedestrian passage
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Issues
• In some respects, Form Districts were over

prescriptive in emphasizing form and did not
account for unique uses and development
scenarios

• Form Districts provide unique challenges when
placed on developed areas as opposed to
undeveloped areas

• Some block grids and lot configurations make it
difficult to establish which streets should be
treated as primary streets
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Form Districts
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PDs with 
Form District
Standards
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Legend
PD No. 468
Oak Cliff Gateway Special Purpose District

PD No. 887
Valley View/Galleria Area Special Purpose District

PD No. 595 WMU-3
South Dallas/Fair Park Special Purpose District



Possible Amendments

• Initial amendments will focus on amending
regulations to:

• Ensure consistency
• Propose some flexibility to address common issues
• Provide clarification on certain requirements

• Second round of amendments will focus on items
requiring additional public input, such as
allowable uses and review of required parking
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Issues for Initial Amendments

Number of stories and story height
• Emphasize form in terms of façade appearance
• Account for unique uses
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Issues for Initial Amendments

Primary Street 
designation
• Address 

need for 
consistent 
block faces

• Allow some 
flexibility
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Issues for Initial Amendments

Discrepancies between text and graphics
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Issues for Initial Amendments
• Building elements

• Stoops, porches, awnings, etc. and their application to
Development Types

• Open space lot configuration
• Modify configurations to allow for applicability in urban

mixed use development
• Proximity to transit and parking reductions

• Clarification of “transit”
• Transparency on parking garages
• Board of Adjustment relief for specific regulations
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Next Steps

• Present 1st round of code amendments to Zoning 
Ordinance Advisory Committee (ZOAC) in late 
October

• CPC Hearings
• Council Committee
• Council Action
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