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Presentation Overview

• Background/History

• Purpose

• Queen of the South – Season 3 retention

• Proposed Action
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Background/History
Queen of the South is an American television crime drama-thriller 

series on the USA Network. It is an adaptation of the successful 

Telemundo telenovela La Reina del Sur, which is based on a 

novel of the same name by Spanish author Arturo Pérez-Reverte.  
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Seasons 1 and 2 

were filmed in 

Dallas, Texas.

In August, the USA 

Network renewed 

the show for a 3rd 

season.



Background/History
• Queen of the South premiered June 23, 

2016, on USA Network. 

• The show is produced by TVM Productions, 

Inc. for Fox 21 Television Studios, a 

subsidiary of 21st Century Fox’s Fox 

Entertainment Group and a division of 20th 

Century Fox Television.  

• In its second season, the show averaged 

1.158 million viewers per episode.

4

Economic and Neighborhood Vitality



Background/History
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Production operations for Seasons 1 and 2 were based at South Side Studios on 
Lamar in Dallas, Texas.



Background/History

At the 2017 Imagen Awards, Queen of the South was 

named Best Primetime Television Program.  

The Imagen Awards celebrate inclusion and diversity in 

the entertainment industry and honor the positive 

portrayal and creative excellence of Latinos and Latino 

culture on screen.
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Background/History

• In 2015, the City approved a Chapter 380 grant of $150,000 for 

Season 1. Twelve episodes were filmed in Dallas (pilot in Mexico).  

• Season 1 resulted in an estimated $19M in local spending:

• 2,000 hotel room nights

• 450 local crew members with average salaries of $29/hour

• 160 local actors hired (est. $800,000 total salaries)

• 1,100 extras hired (est. $450,000 total salaries)

• Expenditures at 256 different Dallas vendors

• $130,000 in off-duty officers for traffic control and security

• In 2016, the City approved a grant of $200,000 for Season 2, with 

13 episodes. Resulted in estimated $21M in local spending.

Economic and Neighborhood Vitality

7



Purpose

• For Season 3 of Queen of the South, staff is 

recommending a Chapter 380 economic 

development grant in the amount of $200,000 with 

TVM Productions, Inc. 

• Obtain Economic Development and Housing 

Committee approval for consideration of this item by 

City Council on October 11, 2017.

8

Economic and Neighborhood Vitality



“Queen of the South” Season 3
• Timing & length of project:

• Pre-production start: 11/20/17

• Principle photography start: 1/24/18

• 13 episodes, 129 production days

• Estimated completion: 6/1/18

• Estimated Local Spending

• $21,310,490 ($1.6M per episode)

• Estimated Hotel Stays:

• 2,000 room nights
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TVM Productions, Inc. – Proposed Terms

• Shoot a minimum of 13, one-hour episodes of Queen of the 

South Season 3 for the USA Network, with a majority of the 

project shot within the City of Dallas proper.

• Locate the primary production offices and any other 

studio/production related facilities within the City of Dallas.

• All out of town cast, crew, and studio personnel will stay in 

hotels or other types of temporary housing in the City of Dallas.
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TVM Productions, Inc. – Proposed Terms

• Work cooperatively and in good faith with the City of Dallas on 

press and public relations efforts announcing the project, and 

on subsequent marketing and public relations opportunities.

• Include “Shot on location in Dallas, Texas” in the show’s end 

credits. 

• Payment of the $200,000 grant will be made after 13-episode 

season filming concludes.
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Proposed Action

Recommend Committee approval to forward the item 
for full Council consideration on October 11, 2017.
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