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CRIME TYPE

ACTUAL 
YTD

ACTUAL 
LYTD

% CHG 
YTD

3 yr % 
Change

10 yr % 
Change 2012 Rate

Previous 
Low Year

Murder 124 120 3.33% -6.71% -31.39% 0.12 1958
Sexual Assault 382 352 8.52% 0.91% -27.02% 0.39 1968
Robbery 3,396 3,244 4.69% -25.34% -48.33% 3.28 1972

Business 596 492 21.14% -43.59% -53.44% n.c. n.c.
Individual 2,800 2,752 1.74% -20.44% -47.23% n.c. n.c.

Aggravated Assault 2,909 3,012 -3.42% -10.48% -54.88% 2.92 1967
Non-Fam Viol 1,888 1,906 -0.94% -18.25% -62.83% n.c. n.c.
Fam Viol 1,021 1,106 -7.69% 7.73% -27.22% n.c. n.c.

Total Violent Crime 6,811 6,728 1.23% -17.96% -50.48% 6.75 1968

Burglary 11,817 12,844 -8.00% -17.26% -26.41% 12.89 1967
Business 3,316 3,178 4.34% -14.48% -40.54% n.c. n.c.
Residence 8,501 9,666 -12.05% -18.14% -20.07% n.c. n.c.

Theft 24,644 25,099 -1.81% -24.59% -46.72% 24.96 1964
Auto Theft 5,928 5,598 5.89% -31.86% -59.28% 5.66 1967
Total Non-Violent 42,389 43,541 -2.65% -23.64% -44.40% 43.51 1965
   
Total Index Crimes 49,200 50,269 -2.13% -22.93% -45.30% 50.49 1966

         PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE BRIEFING
Index Crime Year to Date 10/22/2013

Crime Rate 



The Most Significant Crime Reduction of Major Cities Over the Last Ten Years
DALLAS -45.38%

LOS ANGELES -42.57%
PHOENIX -34.57%
DETROIT -33.01%

SAN DIEGO -30.73%
CHICAGO -24.19%

NEW YORK -17.13%
HOUSTON -10.21%

PHILADELPHIA -9.90%
SAN ANTONIO -0.71%
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Year Murder per 1000
  1)        1930 0.077
  2)        1957 0.104
  3)        2011 0.109
  4)        1931 0.114
  5)        1952 0.117
  6)        1958 0.121
  7)        1951 0.123
  8)        1955 0.123
  9)       2010 0.124
10)       2012 0.124

City of Dallas Ten Lowest Murder Crime Rate Years

4 



93.28 
89.72 

84.84 
80.63 

78.45 

68.31 

63.23 
61.18 

57.39 

50.49 

40.00

50.00

60.00

70.00

80.00

90.00

100.00

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

City of Dallas Overall Part 1 Crime Rates 2003 - 2012 
The lowest overall Crime Rate since 1966 
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City of Dallas Murder Offense Count 2003-2012 
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(2011) The lowest Murder Rate since 1958 
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City of Dallas Sexual Assault Offense Count 2003-2012 
(2011) The lowest rate of Sexual Assault since 1968 
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City of Dallas Aggravated Assault Offense Count 2003-2012 
(2012) The lowest rate of Aggravated Assault since 1967 
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City of Dallas Robbery Offense Count 2003 - 2012 
(2012) The lowest rate of Robbery since 1972 
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City of Dallas Burglary Offense Count 2003 - 2012 
(2012) The lowest rate of Burglary since 1967 

10 



58,554 

55,059 52,315 

50,009 
47,699 

42,402 41,481 

36,147 35,148 

31,148 
31,000

36,000

41,000

46,000

51,000

56,000

61,000

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
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(2012) The lowest rate of Theft since 1964 
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Questions? 
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Purpose 

• Provide an overview of: 
– Current operations of the Gang Unit 
– Gang Unit’s relationship to other divisions within 

the department 
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Current Staffing 

• 1 Lieutenant 
• 3 Sergeants (1 vacant, 1 Special Assignment) 
• 12 Senior Corporals (Enforcement/Detective, 3 

vacant) 
• 11 Senior Corporals (Task Force Special 

Assignment) 
• 1 Civilian Crime Analyst 
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Goals 

• Intelligence – Identify and track gang members 
• Enforcement – Patrol all parts of the city, respond to 

gang related offenses 
 
 

 
 

• Investigation – Provide follow-up investigation on 
gang related offenses, assist in identifying or locating 
gang members who are suspects in offenses 
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Goals 

• Prevention and Intervention 
– Education on gang awareness and dangers 

throughout DISD 
– Train Patrol Division officers as gang liaisons 
– Community presentations on awareness and 

identification 
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Operations 
• Tracking and Intelligence Gathering  

– Gang Unit Action Requests 
– Offense tracking, review of suspected gang crimes 
– Actual Gang offenses: 
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CENTRAL 
88 

NORTH CENTRAL 
40 
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224 

NORTHWEST 
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Statistics 

• Gang Related Offenses – Down 1% between 
2011 and 2012 

• Gang Members Arrested 
– 11 Juvenile Gang Members 
– 110 Adult Gang Members  
– 112 Non-Gang Members 
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Federal Partnerships 

• Federal Bureau of Investigations (FBI) Task Force 
– 2012 

• 35 Investigations resulting in 57 arrests 
• $6000 seized  
• 26 guns recovered 

• Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms (ATF) 
– 2012 

• 5 arrests 
• $8000 seized 
• 149 guns recovered 

• Also partnered with Homeland Security 
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Summary 

• The Gang Unit continues to provide expertise 
in enforcement, investigations and education 
to the City of Dallas 

• The expansion of multi-agency task forces has 
created the opportunity for large cases which 
have the potential to impact communities and 
crime 
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QUESTIONS? 
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The Purpose of this Briefing                                                                                            

• Describe how the Dallas Police Crime Scene 
Response Section (CSRS) trains Dallas Police 
Recruits to: 
– Recognize and preserve forensic evidence at a 

crime scene  
• Through instruction by lecture 
• Scenario descriptions by instructor 
• Hands-on training through practical exercises 
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Crime Scene Response  
Section (CSRS) Background 

• Formerly known as Physical Evidence 
Section (PES) 

 

• Employs both Civilian and Sworn 
Technicians 
 

• Conducts  Continuous Operations  
 

• Experienced personnel serve as the 
instructors to recruits in the Basic Police 
Academy 
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The Benefits of Physical Evidence 

• Establishes key elements of a crime 
• Places the suspect or witness in contact with 

the victim of a crime 
• Establishes  identities of persons associated 

with the scene 
• Corroborates or contradicts testimony 
• Exonerates the innocent 
• Facilitates admission or confession from 

suspects 
• Provides intelligence leads  
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The First Responder’s Role 
in Crime Scene Management 

Evidence may- 
corroborate, disprove, 
provide intelligence, 
support conclusion,   
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Physical Evidence Training 
Principles  

• During Class Lecture Recruits are trained on: 
– Automated Fingerprint Information System (AFIS) 
– Physical Evidence Identification 
– Fingerprint Terminology 
– Fingerprint Pattern Identification 
– Latent Fingerprint Detection/Processing 

• Latent prints means any chance or accidental impression 
left by friction ridge skin on a surface 
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AFIS 
• AFIS is a biometric solution for searching 

fingerprint records 
– Verifies a subjects identity 
– Allows criminal justice agencies to run crime scene 

latent prints through AFIS databases 
• Texas Department of Public Safety AFIS database 

contains over 10 million fingerprint records 
• FBI International AFIS contains over 70 million 

fingerprint records 
• 20,000 subjects have been identified through 

probative latent evidence since 1989 
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Fingerprint Pattern Recognition 
• Recruits obtain their inked prints and observe and 

label the patterns for each finger 
• W = Whorl  L = Loop  A = Arch 

W L W 

A 

L 

L 

A 
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Fingerprinting Kit 
• Police recruits are shown a basic 

fingerprinting kit  
•  Fingerprint brushes 
•  Fingerprint powders 
•  Latent cards 
•  Latent card envelopes 
•  Evidence Seals 
•  Fingerprinting tape 
•  Tape dispenser   

 

• Pink pearl eraser 
• Knife/scissors 
• Gloves 
• Baby wipes 
• Face mask, if desired 
• Magnification lens 
• Flashlight 

 

9 



BMV Processing Exercise at Dallas 
Police Auto Pound 

Recruit at a BMV crime scene: 
• Observe and identify potential evidence 
• Protect for evidence processing and collection 
• Inform and educate the citizen(s) of the 

evidentiary process that is taking place  
– Debunk “CSI” myths 
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First Responder Testimony Objectives 

• Recruits learn the importance of: 
– Court presentation 
– Appropriate word choice and demeanor 
– The dangers of testifying beyond one’s level of         

training and knowledge 
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Summary 

• Through First Responder Crime Scene Recruit 
Training  
– Decrease instances of uncollected evidence  
– Enhance opportunity to solve property crimes 
– Provides intelligence which helps develop leads 

• Potentially  clear multiple cases 

– Enhance citizen awareness and understanding 
– Enable officers to develop investigative skills 
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Questions? 
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