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• Founded in 1950 by 23 civic-minded citizens such as 
Stanley Marcus and Lon Tinkle

• FoDPL serves as the Library’s foundation providing financial 
support for all Dallas Public Library educational initiatives. City of 
Dallas budget pays for library buildings, staff and materials. 

• FoDPL and separate Branch Friends groups pay for all staff 
development and appreciation, programming and supplies 
through donations from individuals, corporation and foundations.
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Dallas Public Library
Programmatic Support
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Adult Literacy Successes
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Free Programs For All
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Financial Support

7



Friends of the Dallas Public Library
Last Five Years - $3.6 million 

Our 64-year History –

$43 million
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Advocacy
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Dallas vs. Suburbs and Texas Peers:
Main Library Hours of Service per Week
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What’s Missing?

Equipment, Outreach, 
Programs and Supplies
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