
1. Name
historic Fire Station #16
and/or common

2. Location
:•ii...... 5501 Columbia Avenue landunvey R. Moore
locatiom~ieighborhood Jun lus Heights block,lot 455/18 uaet size

3. Current Zoning
MF-2

4. Classification
Category Ownership St~tus Present Use

...Lbuilding(s) comnieiclalin progress edu~ationai

Public Acquisition ~ccessib1e ~ JLreligious
—m P1O8TCSS restricted .._governnient

considered unrestricted

5. Ownership
CurrentOwner Redeemer’s Fellowship Phone:
Address: 5501 Columbia Ave. City: Dallas State: TX ZipCode: 75214

6. Form Preparation
Name&TitieDebbie Looper/Debbie Speck Organization Redeemer’s Fellowship
Contact Phone

7. Representation on Existing Surveys

Alexander Survey (citywide) national — National Register
HP.L. Survey (CBD) — R~oitI~d Tx Historic Ldmk
1985 Historic Resource ..Lhigh — Tx Archaeological Ldmk
OakCliff —

Victorian Survey —

1987 Historic Resource — high Other______________

For Office Use Only

8. Date Rec’d: I Survey Ver~fled.~)N by: 9. Field Check by:

10. Nomination:

Archaeological %.~tructure(s) _District
Site — Structure & Site PetuioM needed

Dallas Landmark Commission
Landmark Nomination Form



I ii. Historic Ownership I
originalowner City of Dallas
significant later owz~(s)

I 12. Construction Dates I
original 1918
alterationWadditions

~ 13. Architect I
originalconsiruction H.A. Overbeck
altuationWadditions

~ 14. Site Features I
natural N/A
urbandesign Corner lot on medium density, mixed use thoroughfare

~ 15. Physical Description I
Condition Check One: Check One:

.Lcnghialsite
_moved (date: ______

—excellent _detuia~ated .....w~altued
_IlflflS _altued

X ffiir _unexposed

Describe present and original (g~kno~i) physical appearance; include style(s) ofarchitecture,
current condition and relationship to surrounding fabric (structures, objects, etc.). Elaborate
on pertinent materials used and style(s) ofarchitectural detailing, embellishments and me details.

Fire Station #16 ocx~ies a corner site at the intersection of
C’~lumbia Avenue ar~ Ai~usta Street, in East tallas. Facing
saitheast, the two story, flat-roofal, rid~ rel brick stnicture
reflects influences of the Mission-Revival style, its
Alax~-front parapet tc~ped kry a centered, iron flagpole, beneath
which is a red clay tile-covered visor roof that wraps arc*rx~
the front ar~ side elevations aixl is supported by pairs of
decorative wood brackets.

The two major bays of the primary elevation are dcaninated, of
~~rse, by the large wooden d~b1e doors on the street level
that served as acoess for the (always notorized) fire tr~x~ks.
t~1y recessed qenirqs, slightly splayed cutward to all~ for
full cperiir~ of the two door leaves, are tcçped by heavy, )xoded
lintels of cast stone, the same material also havir~ been used
for the noulded string ~irse wraj.pir~ arc*rd the stn~ture just
beneath the secorx3 story sills. Each of the two bays in the
primary elevation are marked, in the secxd floor, by sets of
three dcuble hur, wirx3~s, their sirz~1e pane l~ier sashes
sunxounted by imiltiple pane top sashes with vertical I1uh1i~.

Pedestrian entrances to the fire station can be fcurd on either
side elevation, near the front, suruø.rzted by matching tiled
visor roofs, suported by large decorative wood brackets.
Wfr~c~ts on the side ar~ rear elevations are similar to tl~se

on the major street facade. A l~i, flat-roofed ~E story
wing exterds the full width of the rectangular block of the main
Ixiilding at the rear, facing a ~mn1l, paved parking area.



j 16. Historical Significance I
Staternera ofhisiorical and cultural significance. Inch~de: cultural b~7uences. special events
and important personages, ii~7uences on neighborhood, on the city1 etc.

Fire Station No. 16 represents an excellent arx~ intact exanple
of an early twentieth century fire station, constructed to serve
the ~*irg~xdng East Dallas suborban ccminities in the century’s
secorx~ rI~rri• Its siirple, Mission ~vival stylistic
influei~, firely crafted by significant Dallas arthitect H.A.
Overbeck, have re~taained a visible lardmark in East Dallas in the
face of n~r~s neighborhood d~anges.

Originally a city in its ~n right, East t~1 las was merged with
Dallas 411 1889 to qualify the newly e~arx]ed city as 1~xas’
largest I)~ring the years to foll~, residential gr~th was
sp.lrred by R.S. Nurqer, ~o developed a “strictly high class
residential dist9ct,” r~m~~i Mur~er Place, on the flat prairie
east of datntcMn. The Junius Heights section, developed
further east, soon joined Murqer Place as part of an ardir~
Dallas, pL~.a~tir~ the buildir~ of sdools, ~d~i as Davy
Crockett, n~ical facilities, sucth as the e~qaarded Baylor
Hospital, ar~ Fire Station 4t16.

By 1917, Junius Heights ar~ Mur~er Place had gr~rtn to a point
i~taere nearby fire protection facilities were warranted. Up to
that tiia~, the area had had to rely on the station at Live C~k
ar~ C~rro1l, with its horse-drawn steaiters. The city of Dallas,
therefore, c~itiissi ardiitect H.A. Overbeck to design a n~
fire station. Overbeck had “won a repitati1on as an arc2ütect
of original ideas ard exceptional abiity.”~ This can be seen
in the Dallas County Criminal ~.srts ar~ Jail aiildir~,
constnicted in 1913, touted at the time as the “nest humane ar~
best equipped jail in the country.” The designer was also
responsible for the creation of rn.m~rous private resider~es,
office boi1dir~s, educational ar~ “~iical facilities in the
city.

Soon after the design was oczipleted for the Coluthia Avenue fire
station, Dallas firefighters called a strike. Between 6:00 p.m.
on January 10 ar~ January 14, alucast all 157 Dallas fir~1en
walked out, d ardir~ higher wages. At the tine, fir~aen were
paid 11-3/4 cents per hour, workin six, 24-hc~ir shifts per

17. Bibliography

~ 18. Attachments
_District or Site map — Additional descriptive material
_Site Plan _Footnotes
— Photos (historic & current)
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[ Continuation Sheet I
~ Item# i~ Pagej.of...~ I

7r~uas M,rnir~ N~s, “77 ~e Fir~i I ~ck,” Jan. 15,
1918, p. 15, ool. 3 ard “Cpenir~ of N~t1 Fire Statiai is
~iSCU5~i,” July U, 1918, p. 6, ~1. 3.
~iildir~ Permit #39; City Cb.]ncil mizutes, ViB, 18 ard

4/26/18, Book 14, p. 658.
~t~l1as !.brnIn~ News, “Cipenim of New Fire Statiai is
Discussed,” July U, 1918, p. 6, aDi. 3.



I Designation Merit I
A. Character, interest or value

as part of the development,
heritage or cultural charac
teristics of the City of Dallas,
State of Texas or the United
States.

B. Locaiionasthesiteofasig
nificant historical event

C. Identification with a person
or persons who significantly
contributed to the culture and
development of the city.

D. Exemplification of the cul- X
turai, economic, social or
historical heritage of the city

E. Portrayal of the environment
of a group of people in an era
of histoty characterized by a
distinctive architectural style

F. Embodiment of distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural
type or specimen

G. Identification as the work of an
architect or master builder whose
individual work has influenced
the development of the city

H. Embodiment of elements of
architectural design, detail,
materials or craftsmanship
which represent a significant
architectural innovation

I. Relationship to other distinc
tive buildings, sites or areas
which are eligible for pres
ervation according to a plan

_____ based on historic, cultural or

architectural motif
3. Unique location of singular

physical characteristics

____ representing an established

and familiar visual feature
of a neighborhood, commun
ityorthecity

K. Archaeological value in that it
has produced or can be expected
to produce data affecting
theories of historic or prehistoric

______ value

L. Value as an aspect of community
sentiment or public pride

I Recommendation I
The Designation Task Force requests
the Landmark Commission to deem
this nominated landmark meritorious
of designation as outlined in Chapter
51 and Chapter 5 1A, Dallas Develop
ment Code

Further, the Designation Task Force
endorses the Preservation Criteria,
policy recommendations and landmark
boundaiy as presented by the Depart
ment of Planning and Development

x

Date:

Debra Mitchell, Chairman
Designation

Historic Preservation
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APPENDIX

Preservation Criteria for
Fire Station No. 16

Renovations, repairs, new construction and maintenance to the
building and site shall conform to the following guidelines and be
ap~oved through the Certificate of Appropriateness process.

Preservation and restoration materials and methods shall conform to
those defined by the Preservation Briefs published by the United
States Department of the Interior as listed herein unless
specifically noted otherwise in these Criteria.

1. Site and Site El nts

1.1 New construction is limited to that area at the rear of
the building as shown on the attached site plan. Current
requirements for parking, site coverage, floor area
ratios, setbacks and other considerations from the
Building Code and Zoning Ordinance shall be adhered to.

1.2 No vertical extensions to the building will be allowed.

1.3 Exterior wall heights of new construction shall not
exceed that of the tallest existing wall heights. New
roof structures shall not exceed the height of the
tallest existing roof construction or parapet.

1.4 Landscape and exterior lighting shall enhance the
structure and surroundings without obscuring significant
views of the building or views from the building.

1.5 Public and Right—of—Way Improvements shall be reviewed
and approved through the Certificate of Appropriateness
process prior to comencement of work.

2. Facades

2.1 Protected facades shall be those fronting Coluntia Ave.,
Augusta St. and opposite Augusta St. along the northeast
side of the building. Work on all protected facades
shall conform to the following provisions.

Surface Materials:

2.2 Any reconstruction, renovation or repair of the opaque
elements of the building facades shall employ only
materials similar to the original materials in texture,
color, pattern and module size as much as practicable.
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2.3 BrIck shall watch in color, texture, module size, bond

pattern and mortar color. Original face brick shall not
be painted. Existing painted brick to be restored to
original finish shall be cleaned per Department of
Interior standards.

2.4 Stone, cast stone and concrete elements shall be
renovated or repaired only with materials similar in
size, grain, texture and color to the original materials.

2.5 Masonry cleaning shall be accomplished in accordance with
Department of Interior standards. Sandblasting or other
mechanical abrasive cleaning wocesses will not be
allowed.

• 2.6 hood siding, trim and detailing shall be carefully
restored wherever pacticable. Replace historic

• materials only when necessary. Badly deteriorated paint
should be removed in accordance with Department of
Interior standards pior to refinishing. All exposed
wood shall be painted,-stained or otherwise potected.
Resurfacing with vinyl or aluminum siding will not be
allowed.

2.7 Existing clay tile canopies and detailing shall be
peserved and aintained only with clay tile of the same
size, color and texture.

2.8 Existing historic finish materials should be uncovered
and restored wherever pacticable.

2.9 The existing roof—mounted flag pole shall be peserved
and maintained.

2.10 P,~essed tin soffits shall be peserved and maintained.
Restore original material where pacticable. Replace
only if necessary and then with materials that match the
existing form and pattern.

2.11 Color of original materials shall be peserved and
maintained whenever pacticable. Paint and other color
schemes for non-masonry elements should be based upon any
available documentation as to original conditions and
shall be reviewed through the Certificate of
Approplateness process.

2
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Fenestrations and Openings

2.12 Existing door end window openings shall remain intact end
be FFeserved and renovated as much as pacticable. Where
replacement is poposed, doors and windows shall expess
mullion size and lite configuration to match existing.
Replacement of windows and doors which have been altered
and no longer match the historic appearance is strongly
recomended

2.13 k~ door and window openings are permitted where there is
evidence that original, historic openings have been

• infilled with other material. Reopening and restoration
to original appearance of closed windows alon the

• northeast facade is strongly encouraged.

• 2.14 Refer to Department of Interior standards for acceptable
• techniques to improve the energy efficiency of historic

fenestrat ions.

2.15 Glass and glazing shalt match original historic materials
as much as practicable. Tinted or reflective glazing
will not be allowed.

2.16 son—Protected facades are encouraged to maintain existing
symetry and solid—to-void ratios as much as is
practicable. All additions and alterations shall be
architecturally sensitive and appropriate to the overall
design of the existing building.

2.17 Equlpnent bay doors fronting Coluntia Ave. are encouraged
to be restored to their original configuration or,
lacking documentation of their original configuration1 to
an appearance consistant with similar installations of
that time. Actual operation of the doors is not
required. t~o infilling of the equlpnent bay openings
that Would bring the face of the doors or similar
construction closer to the exterior face of the building
(6’—4’ from exterior face of brick) will be allowed.

3. Roof

3.1 The slope, massing, configuration and materials of the
roof shall be preserved and maintained. Existing
parapets, cornices and copings shall be retained and
repaired or replaced with material matching them in size,
finish, module and color.

3.2 4echanical equtpnent shall be screened from view.
Equlpnent screen material and methods shall be compatible
with the existing roof as determined through the
Certificate of Appropriateness process.

3
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4. New Construction

4.1 New Construction shall be limited to those areas of the
site defined in Section 1.

4.2 Height limits as set forth in Section 1 of these criteria
shall be adhered to.

4.3 New construction shall be of appropriate massing, shape,
materials, detailing, color and have appropriate and
complementary 1enestratton patterns and solids—to-voids
ratio.

4.4 New construction and connections between new and existing
construction may be of materials and detailing so that
new construction is clearly discernible from the existing
historic structure as recomended by the Department of
the Interior standards. (Refer to Preservation Brief No.
14).

4.5 Where new construction abuts an existing facade, a clear
definition of the transition between new and existing
construction shall be maintained. Existing friezes,
cornices and parapets shall be preserved and maintained
where they abut new construction.

5. Signage

5.1 All signs shall be designed to be compatible with the
architectural qualities of the original structure and
shall be approved by the Landmark conrisslon and conform
to appropriate city Codes prior to the issuance of a sign
permit. Retention of the signage existing at the
adoption of this criteria is Considered appropriate and
encouraged to remain.

6. MIscellaneous Provisions

6.1 Since a large portion remains intact, retention,
restoration and continued exposure of the original
pressed tin ceilings inside the building are strongly
encouraged.

4
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